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A word of hope to the lingering opposition:- Let’s be realistic. Let’s not 
assume ourselves as alive and vibrant on the ground while majority of 
us are nominal. As to our experience, its one fifth of the Eritrean 
population has fought and secured our freedom and national liberty 
which is sealed through referendum, the great majority Eritreans were 
beneficiaries of the outcome. After the short euphoric period of the 
liberation, the entire fruit of the liberty is snatched by the few gangs of 
EPLF/PFDJ. Today, thirty more political organizations are opposing the 
regime but two third of these forces are at a limbo. So, nothing wrong to 
the weakened force to take sidewalks, waits, and takes its share when 
concluded as winners than becoming stumbling block. A new approach 
with a new breath is a timely request to be addressed. Thus far, let’s 
proceed with the establishment of efficient umbrella organization of the 
political forces first. 
 
Simply then, it has to clear out and line up in accordance to the basic 
principles up on which the would-be umbrella is lied. The multiplicity 
and binary fusion of the political forces should be stopped somewhere 
and now immediately. It’s more than enough and too much pain to have 
thirty more political forces in number but with a less and unseen input 
on the ground. Every time, then, and now, the Eritrean opposition is 
seeking to make differences to sway on the pendulum. That will and 
should not work from now on. Regardless of our pattern (Nationality, 
religion, and multi facet) let’s admit we are not compatibles with the 
demand of our people and time is rushing. Let’s be out of the Pandora 
box of the dichotomies-the Tigrinya-Arabic, the lowland-highland, 
Christian-Islam, the nationalist-non nationalist (tihtehagerawuyan), 
parochialisms. Let by-gones be by-gones. A new blood, a new spirit, a 
new front by the forces on the ground practically is highly needed. If we 
come out with success, therefore, the regime will kneel down and 
recognize us. We should neither be recognized nor applauded 
notoriously and indirectly. Then, our regional and international friends, 



who are ready to sit to settle any misunderstanding with Eritrea will 
also recognize our existence. 
 The PFDJ regime at this critical time is at a cross road. They know 
that their diehard stand of first shoot and then negotiate or first pull 
out and then negotiate, is going to pay them a price. Ultimately then, 
believe or not, the regime is going to give in for dialogue. If not and 
insists to proceed with that obsolete die hard stand, regional and 
international isolation will be mounted more than any time. Famine 
and starvation will escalate and drive Eritreans inside to appeal the 
international communities through religious institutions.  
Even if the regime lowered to accept negotiation, it should vow and 
make sure that, “Badumme was neither problem nor solution” premise 
and apologize for that deviously arrogant warmongering behavior it has 
shown so far consistently. The apology should be a stipulation to give a 
guarantee for a future political pluralism, establishment of political 
institutions and tolerant political culture in Eritrea. Here too, the 
regime will not accept the demand on the table and will remain at a 
cross road. The regime still will be at a cross road whether to accept free 
people to people movement of the neighborhood. That free movement is 
a prerequisite for a healthy communication and interaction of trade-
business along the borders.  It should also accept any international body 
that monitors and checks all the conditions mentioned above to ensure 
peace along the borders from the four corners. Our Eritrean national 
interest should not be put off for another time due to the hard lined 
stand of the regime. Negotiation and dialogue should start now and 
immediately. 


